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MARION COUNTY

New Black Panther Party seeks justice for
Dorian Murrell, end of white supremacy
Serena Puang Indianapolis Star
Published 8:25 p.m. ET Jul. 17, 2021 Updated 11:08 p.m. ET Jul. 17, 2021

Around 20 people representing the New Black Panther Party (NBPP), Panther Special
Operations Command and other Black activists groups convened at the Julia M. Carson
Transit Center for a Second Amendment march to Monument Circle early Saturday
afternoon against white supremacy and in support for the family of Dorian Murrell.

Last year, the night of May 30, during the riots in downtown Indianapolis, robberies and
violence broke out. At around 2 a.m., Murrell, an unarmed teenager, was shot and killed
around Pennsylvania and Market streets.   

Tyler Newby is charged with Murrell's killing after he turned himself into police. 

Shouts of "Black power" and "all power to the people" led by Corey Goodridge, Murrell's
cousin, echoed down the streets. The group — dressed in all black and carrying rifles and
Pan-African flags — walked single file down the street, first toward the Indiana Convention
Center and then to the circle, which is near the spot Murrell was shot and killed. 

"We want Tyler Newby convicted for the murder of Dorian Murrell," said Malik Shabazz,
an attorney for the NBPP and their former national chairman. "We further want an end to
racism and white supremacy in Indianapolis and Indiana."

Goodridge and Artonia Armstrong, Murrell's grandmother, were among family that attended
the protest.

This was Armstrong's third time returning to the scene of her grandson's death. In contrast
with the all-black attire most people wore, she wore a white T-shirt displaying a photo of
Murrell on the front and the message "Granny will always love you grandson" on the back.

"He's not here to speak for himself. And whatever Dorian did before (the alleged altercation)
is not important," Armstrong said. "What's important is what happened to him from the
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minute he was killed." 

Who are the New Black Panthers

The NBPP was founded in 1989 and is designated as a hate group by the Southern Poverty
Law Center and other watchdog organizations. 

The group is in no way affiliated with the original Black Panthers from the 1960s. Members
of the original Panthers have contested the misappropriation of their name both in public
statements and in legal action.

Bobby Seale, a founding member of the original Panthers, has publicly disavowed the NBPP
as "a black racist hate group."

According to Southern Poverty Law Center, Shabazz is a "racist black nationalist with a long,
well-documented history of violently anti-Semitic remarks and accusations about the
inherent evil of white people."

Shabazz believes that the NBPP is "not really different" than the original Panthers.

"There has been false information put out here that this is some kind of a hate group or anti-
Semitic group, and really it's not," Shabazz said. "It's just a strong Black advocacy group very
much similar to their predecessors."

What happened to Dorian Murrell 
Police said Murrell might have been involved with robbing a woman at gunpoint earlier in
the night.

Witnesses disagree about the exact circumstances leading up to Murrell's death, but
according to statements in court documents, Murrell and Newby did not have a physical
altercation or even speak to each other before Newby shot him in the heart. Newby turned
himself into the Marion County Sheriff's Office reserve deputy shortly after. 

"I don't know who I need to tell, but I just shot somebody," Newby told the deputy, according
to the probable cause affidavit. Newby, who is white, was arrested after he turned himself in
on the day of the shooting. 

Typically, murder defendants are held without bond, but prosecutor Ryan Mears' office
agreed with the defense to allow Newby to be freed on a $250,000 bond citing "exceptional
circumstances." 
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A spokesperson for the Mears' office declined to elaborate on what those circumstances were.
Marion County Jail records show Newby posted 10% of the bond, $25,000, and was freed on
August 10, 2020. 

In front of the convention center, several speakers noted how atypical it was for someone
who is charged with murder to get out on bond. They believe that if Murrell had been white
or Newby Black, the outcome would have been different. 

Newby was first slated to go to trial on Sept. 21, 2020, but multiple delays pushed the
proceeding to Aug. 3, 2021.

"I just hope and pray that (Indiana) does the right thing," Armstrong said. "We're just tired
—really tired. I've had a lot of friends that have lost their sons in these shootings, so we're
just ready to fight back. We'll keep fighting till we win." 

What are demonstrators asking for?
As the group moved on Saturday from the bus station to the convention center, passersby
held up the Black Power fist and joined in. One man who was performing with his
saxophone on a corner of Illinois and Washington played "Lift Every Voice and Sing," the
song known as the Black National Anthem, for the protestors. 

Chants of "no justice, no peace, no racist police" rang out as demonstrators marched. 

For Minister Mikhail Muhammad, a national spokesperson for the NBPP, justice "means that
those who violate the law and order when dealing with black people must be punished by the
laws of this land."

"If not, Black people have a divine constitutional, (or) civil right," Muhammad said, "to
defend and protect and go after those who are violating us."

Occasionally, Shabazz passed around a clipboard to get contact information for those seeking
more information, chatting with people as the group walked down the streets. 

Shabazz invited people to pack the courtrooms for Newby's trial. According to him, public
pressure is the way to make change happen. 

"We must pack the house," Shabbazz said. "We must let the judges and the prosecutors know
that Black people here are not asleep and that we are not going to keep laying down and
taking injustice."
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For Armstrong, justice is Tyler Newby getting "murder charged."

"Nothing more, nothing less," she explained. "He'll do some time, so he can be an example
for the next person who kills somebody. or somebody. Whatever way, it's not a color thing." 

The protest happened the day after a press conference with Shabazz at the City-County
Building. There, Shabazz announced they were going to investigate possible racism in the
justice system in Indiana with a focus on Murrell's death.

Newby's trial is scheduled for Aug. 3 at 8:30 a.m. at Marion Superior Court. 

IndyStar reporters Justin Mack and Johnny Magdaleno contributed to this story.

Contact IndyStar Pulliam Fellow Serena Puang at spuang@gannett.com. Follow her on
twitter @SerenaPuang
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