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STATE-FAIR

Coroner by day, fair vendor by night
wants to make BBQ and doughnuts the
Taste of the Fair
Serena Puang Indianapolis Star
Published 6:01 a.m. ET Aug. 6, 2021

Gobble Gobble Food Truck's annual tasting party is always full of wacky food combinations,
most of which never see the light of day.

A corn dog egg roll? Too many carbs all together. Turkey BBQ and mac and cheese
sandwich? Nahh. Waffle burger? Ehh it’s fine, but that’s just a breakfast sandwich. 

Each year around the last week of May, Alfarena “Alfie” McGinty, who is also the chief deputy
coroner of Marion County, gathers friends and family for a series of tests to perfect her
“Taste of the Fair” entry at the Indiana State Fair. Gobble Gobble is known for their turkey,
so the entries are always a creative combination of turkey and something else.

This year, pulled BBQ turkey between two glazed Jack’s Donuts, which McGinty dubbed the
BBQ Suga Momma, came out on top. McGinty takes vacation from the coroner’s office each
year to work the fair and has participated in “Taste of the Fair” for the last four years it's been
held, but this year is different.

“I'm in it to, for real, win it,” McGinty said. “I'm going to be marketing, I'm going to be doing
all this stuff to make sure that it wins.” 

This year's "Taste of the Fair" competition has 23 food entries which are scattered across the
fair grounds. People can vote by scanning QR codes at participating concession stands or by
visiting one of the Indiana State Fair Information Booths. 

“I always entered because it was fun,” McGinty explained. She loves when new customers
with fair maps in hand sheepishly ask if they’ve got the right place, and her heart swells when
repeat customers seek her out to see if she’s brought back the corn dog split or the mac and
cheese egg roll — creations from other years. 
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Yum-m-m: The best things we tried at the fair in Week 1

Don't get lost: Here's every food stand at the Indiana State Fair and what they offer

Due to all the positive feedback she gets from friends and customers alike, McGinty realized
that she might be missing a real opportunity to win. This combined with the fact that she's
planning a trip to Aruba next year to celebrate her 50th birthday means that McGinty has her
eyes set on the $2,500 first place prize. 

Her business, which was started as a turkey leg stand opened by her father and uncle, is
celebrating its 20th year at the fair. McGinty has since expanded the menu to include turkey
burgers, chicken corn dogs and more. But she doesn't really have time to take the truck out
anymore outside of the fair. At her day job as the coroner, there has been an unprecedented
spike in death investigations, and she and her staff are struggling to keep up. 

“At first, I wasn’t going to enter at all,” she said. “I was in this brain fog, like I could not figure
out what I wanted to do, and it was just like what is there even left to do with some turkey?”

But her family and friends encouraged her to try anyway. Soon, she had collected suggestions
and ingredients for five potential entries. The tasting “party,” which is really a series of
tastings and trial and error, was back on. To create the Suga Momma, McGinty and her taste
testers tried different combinations, multiple brands of doughnuts and varying ratios of
turkey-to-doughnut until they found the perfect combination.

You can't just slap "some pulled barbecue turkey on a doughnut" and automatically "have
something" Laura Offutt, one of McGinty’s sisters who has helped her create her “Taste of the
Fair” entry every year told IndyStar. “It has to have some type of pizzazz and go together in
some type of way to make it taste good,” she said. “Because that's why you want people to get
it — not because it's just something different.”

The end result is a mixture between the savory BBQ and sugary sweetness which are at a near
one-to-one ratio. After the positive feedback from family and friends, McGinty is convinced
that she has a winner, and she’s not shy about it. 

McGinty trained everyone who works at Gobble Gobble to remind people to scan the QR
code and vote online each time they serve a Suga Momma. Starting Wednesday, McGinty
started a promotion in which she gives people $1 off of another item with the purchase of a
Suga Momma. 
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At the truck, McGinty has to balance her duties as owner of Gobble Gobble with her duties as
coroner, a hat she can never truly take off. When the grandstand stage collapsed at the fair
10 years ago, killing seven people, she shut her truck down, walked across the infield to the
stage, and started her investigation. 

“My passion is both, and because I love both, I just figure out a way to get it done.” she said
on a phone call with IndyStar she answered from the fairgrounds just before dinner time. She
spends her time between customers answering emails about death investigations or planning
for budget meetings so the coroner’s office can have the resources to do their job.  

Sometimes, people come to McGinty, either because they recognize her from the news or
because they have questions. 

“I have people that come up to me like 'hey, I have a question about my son or my daughter's
death or the police won't call me back or whatever, how do I get a report?'” said McGinty.
“Just this year already, I've had three families that are fans of the truck that have lost their
loved ones, and we talk.

“It's not like, ‘This is not the time or place for that,’” said McGinty. “No, they just need
somebody to talk to.” McGinty is no stranger to having hard conversations or hard work,
especially during the three weeks of the fair each year, but she says that the little moments of
joy with customers make it all worth it. 

On the first day of the fair, Chantelle Whiteside and her group of friends roamed around the
fair for an hour and a half searching for Gobble Gobble because they saw a picture of the
Suga Momma in IndyStar’s fair foods preview. When they finally found the truck across from
the DNR Building, they were elated. 

After taking a bite, Whiteside told IndyStar that the food lived up to the hype and was well
worth the time she spent searching for it. 

“The mixture of that sweet and that tangy ... mmhmm,” she said between bites, beckoning
her friends to try it. Then she went back to Gobble Gobble. “I have to tell them that this is
yummy!” she said emphatically. 

“Press that heart!!” came McGinty’s response as she pointed down to the QR code for voting. 

“It's fun just to see people smile like ‘I've been looking all over for this truck!’ and they’re
finally happy because they get what they came for,” she said.“I could take three weeks of
that.”
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Contact IndyStar Pulliam Fellow Serena Puang at spuang@gannett.com. Follow her on
twitter @SerenaPuang

https://twitter.com/serenapuang?lang=en

